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 The final episode was directed by Hiroyuki Yamaga. The first series of stories which formed the Gintama series were written by Hideyuki Kurata with Masakazu Katsura. The first of these was a short manga story called Samurai Deeper Kyo in the 1994 issue of Monthly Comic Blade. These are collectively called "The First Issue". The second and third stories of this series were published in Weekly
Shōnen Magazine, and these are collected into The First Book, the first of which was serialized in the November 1994 issue. The first series of stories which are referred to as "Gintama" were published in Weekly Shōnen Magazine, and these are collected in the three volumes of The First Book. The manga series that form the basis for the anime adaptations were written by Hideyuki Kurata, with art

by Kurata and Takao Saito, and were serialized in Weekly Shōnen Magazine between February 1998 and July 2001. It is not known when exactly the first part of the series was released. However, the first part (Gintama: Gekijō-ban: Daisakusen) was released on DVD in 2006. This part was initially released as three separate episodes, but later the release was edited to feature all three episodes
combined. Anime television series Media Gintama 2nd Season The anime adaptation of Gintama's second season premiered on April 12, 2012, with two episodes aired per week, and ended on June 15, 2012. The opening theme of the series is by Toshiaki Takayama and the ending theme is by HAL. The DVD and Blu-ray releases of the first season are all two-disc sets, with each disc containing

episodes 1–25 and 26–50, with a limited edition Blu-ray release containing all 54 episodes on two discs. In North America, the complete second season was released on DVD, with the first 25 episodes on one disc, and 26–50 on another. Gintama 2nd Season "Answer" The Gintama 2nd Season Answer Season came out on DVD in North America on April 14, 2013, with the episodes 26–40 released on
one disc, and episodes 41–50 on another. Gintama 3rd Season The Gintama 3rd Season premiered on April 1, 2013, with two episodes being aired per week. 82157476af
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